
Speeches 
 

Martin Luther King 

This will be the day, this will be the day when all of 
God’s children will be able to sing with new meaning 
“My country ’tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee 
I sing. Land where my father’s died, land of the 
Pilgrim’s pride, from every mountainside, let 
freedom ring!” 

I have a dream today. 

Tilbury Speech by Queen Elizabeth I 

“My loving people, we have been persuaded by 
some that are careful of our safety, to take heed how 
we commit ourselves to armed multitudes, for fear 
of treachery; but I assure you I do not desire to live to 
distrust my faithful and loving people. 

Let tyrants fear. I have always so behaved myself 
that, under God, I have placed my chiefest strength 
and safeguard in the loyal hearts and good-will of my 
subjects; and therefore I am come amongst you, as 
you see, at this time, not for my recreation and 
disport, but being resolved, in the midst and heat of 
the battle, to live and die amongst you all; 



The Gettysburg Address by Abraham Lincoln 

With malice toward none, with charity for all, with 
firmness in the right as God gives us to see the right, 
let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up 
the nation’s wounds, to care for him who shall have 
borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan, to 
do all which may achieve and cherish a just and 
lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations.” 

 

Nobel Lecture by Mother Teresa 

“I believe that we are not real social workers. We 
may be doing social work in the eyes of the people, 
but we are really contemplatives in the heart of the 
world. For we are touching the Body of Christ 24 
hours. You too must try to bring that presence of God 
in your family, for the family that prays together stays 
together. And I think that we, in our family don’t need 
bombs and guns, to destroy, to bring peace–just get 
together, love one another, bring that peace, that joy, 
that strength of presence of each other in the home. 
And we will be able to overcome all the evil that is in 
the world. 



Vladimir Lenin’s Speech at an International 
Meeting in Berne, February 8, 1916 

The millions of victims who will fall in the war, and as 
a consequence of the war, will not fall in vain. The 
millions who are starving, the millions who are 
sacrificing their lives in the trenches, are not only 
suffering, they are also gathering strength, are 
pondering over the real cause of the war, are 
becoming more determined and are acquiring a 
clearer revolutionary understanding. Rising 
discontent of the masses, growing ferment, strikes, 
demonstrations, protests against the war—all this is 
taking place in all countries of the world. And this is 
the guarantee that the European War will be 
followed by the proletarian revolution against 
capitalism” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Their Finest Hour by Winston Churchill 

But if we fail, then the whole world, including the 
United States, including all that we have known and 
cared for, will sink into the abyss of a new Dark Age 
made more sinister, and perhaps more protracted, 
by the lights of perverted science. Let us therefore 
brace ourselves to our duties, and so bear ourselves 
that, if the British Empire and its Commonwealth 
last for a thousand years, men will still say, “  

“This was their finest hour.”” 

 

I Am Prepared to Die by Nelson Mandela 

I have fought against white domination, and I have 
fought against black domination. I have cherished 
the ideal of a democratic and free society in which 
all persons will live together in harmony and with 
equal opportunities. It is an ideal for which I hope to 
live for and to see realised. But, My Lord, if it needs 
be, it is an ideal for which I am prepared to die.” 

 

 

 



John F Kennedy,   Go for the Moon. 

Those who came before us made certain that this 
country rode the first waves of the industrial 
revolutions, the first waves of modern invention, and 
the first wave of nuclear power, and this generation 
does not intend to founder in the backwash of the 
coming age of space. We mean to be a part of it--we 
mean to lead it. For the eyes of the world now look 
into space, to the Moon and to the planets beyond, 
and we have vowed that we shall not see it governed 
by a hostile flag of conquest, but by a banner of 
freedom and peace. 

 

 

Freedom or Death by Emmeline Pankhurst 1913 

Human life for us is sacred, but we say if any life is to 
be sacrificed it shall be ours; we won’t do it 
ourselves, but we will put the enemy in the position 
where they will have to choose between giving us 
freedom or giving us death. 

 



Now whether you approve of us or whether you do 
not, you must see that we have brought the question 
of women’s suffrage into a position where it is of first 
rate importance, where it can be ignored no longer. 
Even the most hardened politician will hesitate to 
take upon himself directly the responsibility of 
sacrificing the lives of women of undoubted honour, 
of undoubted earnestness of purpose. That is the 
political situation as I lay it before you today.” 

 

Quit India by Mahatma Gandhi 

Let every man and woman live every moment of his 
or her life hereafter in the consciousness that he or 
she eats or lives for achieving freedom and will die, if 
need be, to attain that goal. Take a pledge, with God 
and your own conscience as witness, that you will 
no longer rest till freedom is achieved and will be 
prepared to lay down your lives in the attempt to 
achieve it. He who loses his life will gain it; he who 
will seek to save it shall lose it. Freedom is not for 
the coward or the faint-hearted.” 

 

 



Nobel Speech by Malala Yousafzai 

“Dear brothers and sisters, the so-called world of 
adults may understand it, but we children don’t. 
Why is it that countries which we call “strong” are so 
powerful in creating wars but so weak in bringing 
peace? Why is it that giving guns is so easy but giving 
books is so hard? Why is it that making tanks is so 
easy, but building schools is so difficult? 

As we are living in the modern age, this 21st century, 
and we all believe that nothing is impossible. We can 
reach the moon and maybe soon will land on Mars. 
Then, in this, the 21st century, we must be 
determined that our dream of quality education for 
all will also come true. 

 

Brutus 

Speech: “Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me 
your ears” 

But here I am to speak what I do know. 

You all did love him once, not without cause: 

What cause withholds you then, to mourn for him? 

O judgment! thou art fled to brutish beasts, 



And men have lost their reason. Bear with me; 

My heart is in the coffin there with “Caesar,” 

And I must pause till it come back to me. 

 

 

Eisenhower's Order of the Day (1944) 

Our Home Fronts have given us an overwhelming 
superiority in weapons and munitions of war, and 
placed at our disposal great reserves of trained 
fighting men. The tide has turned! The free men of 
the world are marching together to Victory! 

I have full confidence in your courage, devotion to 
duty and skill in battle. We will accept nothing less 
than full Victory! 

Good luck! And let us beseech the blessing of 
Almighty God upon this great and noble undertaking. 

 

 

 

 

 



Montgomery’s message – Normandy landings 

To us is given the honour of striking a blow for 
freedom which will live in history; and in the better 
days that lie ahead men will speak with pride of our 
doings. We have a great and a righteous cause. 

Let us pray that” The Lord, Mighty in Battle” will go 
forth with our armies, and that His special 
providence will aid us in the struggle. 

I want every soldier to know that I have complete 
confidence in the successful outcome of the 
operations that we are now about to begin. 

With stout hearts, and with enthusiasm for the 
contest, let us go forward to victory. 

 

Lord Nelson at prayer before Trafalgar 

‘May the great God, whom I worship, grant to my 
country and for the benefit of Europe in general, a 
great and glorious victory, and may no misconduct in 
anyone tarnish it; and may humanity after victory be 
the predominant feature in the British fleet. For 
myself individually, I commit my life to him that 
made me; and may His blessing alight on my 



endeavours for serving my country faithfully. To him I 
resign myself, and the just cause which is entrusted 
to me to defend. Amen.’ 

Nelsons Signal 

England expects that every man will do his duty 

 

Merchant of Venice 

He hath disgraced me, and hindered me half a 
million; laughed at my losses, mocked at my gains, 
scorned my nation, thwarted my bargains, cooled 
my friends, heated mine enemies, and what’s his 
reason? I am a Jew. Hath not a Jew eyes? Hath not a 
Jew hands, organs, dimensions, senses, affections, 
passions? Fed with the same food, hurt with the 
same weapons, subject to the same diseases, 
healed by the same means, warmed and cooled by 
the same winter and summer, as a Christian is? If 
you prick us, do we not bleed? If you tickle us, do we 
not laugh? If you poison us, do we not die? And if you 
wrong us, shall we not revenge? If we are like you in 
the rest, we will resemble you in that. 

 



Ain’t I a Woman by Sojourner Truth 

“That man over there says that women need to be 
helped into carriages, and lifted over ditches, and to 
have the best place everywhere.  

Nobody ever helps me into carriages, or over mud-
puddles, or gives me any best place! And ain’t I a 
woman?  

Look at me! Look at my arm! I have ploughed and 
planted, and gathered into barns, and no man could 
head me! And ain’t I a woman?  

I could work as much and eat as much as a man – 
when I could get it – and bear the lash as well! And 
ain’t I a woman?  

I have borne thirteen children, and seen most all 
sold off to slavery, and when I cried out with my 
mother’s grief, none but Jesus heard me! And ain’t I a 
woman?… 

If the first woman God ever made was strong enough 
to turn the world upside down all alone, these 
women together, ought to be able to turn it back, 
and get it right side up again!  



And now they is asking to do it, the men better let 
them.” 

Hailing from a background of slavery and 
oppression, Sojourner Truth was one of the most 
revolutionary advocates for women’s human rights in 
the 1800s. In spite of the New York Anti-Slavery Law 
of 1827, her slave master refused to free her. As 
such, she fled, became an itinerant preacher and 
leading figure in the anti-slavery movement. By the 
1850s, she became involved in the women’s rights 
movement as well. At the 1851 Women’s Rights 
Convention held in Akron, Ohio, she delivered her 
illuminating, forceful speech against discrimination 
of women and African Americans in the post-Civil 
War era. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



John Reith, Instructions to Program Producers. 
March 1924 

"In some station programmes I see periodically men 
down to speak whose status, either professionally or 
socially, and whose qualifications to speak, seem 
doubtful. It should be an honour in every sense of 
the word for a man to speak from any broadcasting 
station, and only those who have a claim to be heard 
above their fellows on any particular subject in the 
locality, should be put on the programmes. The 
interest is enhanced infinitely if one knows that one 
is listening to an authority. An explanation as to who 
the man is often helps greatly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Samual Pepys. Report on the Great Fire of London 

They seemed much troubled, and the King 
commanded me to go to my Lord Mayor, Sir Thomas 
Bludworth, from him, and command him to spare no 
houses, but to pull down before the fire every way. 
Here meeting, with Captain Cocke, I in his coach, 
which he lent me, to St Paul’s, and there walked 
along Watling Street, as well as I could. Every 
creature coming away loaden with goods to save, 
and here and there sick people carried away in beds. 
Extraordinary good goods carried in carts and on 
backs. At last met my Lord Mayor in Canning Street, 
like a man spent, with a handkerchief about his 
neck. To the King’s message he cried, like a fainting 
woman, “Lord! what can I do? I am spent; people will 
not obey me. I have been pulling down houses; but 
the fire overtakes us faster than we can do it.” 


