Dukeries U3A Committee Meeting 
8thJune 2026 at Jubilee Hall - Minutes 
 
Present						Apologies 
Mike Mounsey 
John Harris 
Jules Worthington 
Chris Neighbour 
Shazza Jones 
Sharon Thornhill 
Jane Young 
Paul Webb 
Maria Pitrolino 
Jamie Baranakaus 
 
Minutes   Sue Cook 
Mike opened the meeting  
Previous meeting minutes were agreed 
Proposed by Sharon and seconded by Jane. 
A Communication from Coalfields Regeneration Trust is to be carried forward for discussion at the next meeting. 
U3A annual returns have all been completed. 
 
Deputy Chair  
Maria gave feedback from the Nottingham Network. 
A number of issues were discussed, including the desirability of Group Leaders having a shadow who could take over if the main leader is ill or unable to fulfil their duty. 
A record needs to be maintained as to who has property belonging to U3A. This can be done by persons borrowing and using the equipment signing a form which confirms that the equipment belongs to the U3A. 
Also bought up at this meeting was that there should be someone who can cover for the Treasurer should they be unavailable.  It was pointed out that three other Committee Members – including the Business Secretary and the Chair – in addition to the Treasurer had access to the U3A account. 
Groups should go onto the network to see the range of possibilities that are available. 
An idea was bought up regarding new members, i.e. a Coffee Morning, so that new members would have an immediate point of contact should they have any questions they needed to raise. This was agreed by the committee.  
The issue of Shadowing is still an ongoing discussion. 
 
Treasurer. 
There is a healthy balance of £6878.37 
Capitation fees were £492.00 
Barnsdale coach £542.00 
There still seems to be a problem with removing James and his address from the bank account. 
A check had been made regarding the use of personal vehicles for U3A business and the allowances drivers might claim. 
The HMRC website shows that Milage Allowance is 55p per mile. If you have a passenger, they can claim 0.5p per mile. 
 
Business Secretary 
Jules reported that that Charity Commission forms have all been completed. 
The Charity Commission Annual Return is due by the 31st July. 
A job description needs to be done so that the roles and what responsibilities each position has is made manifest.  
Leslye had made a request for walkie talkies to be purchased for use at the Forest Festival. This was agreed. 
 
Membership 
 
We have 138 members. 
Sharon stated that she would deal with the badges but before they are all made it was suggested that badges were not put out for the meeting to see how many people notice that they are missing. 
 
Groups 
Paul stated that the groups are running well and the website is all up to date 
A new Country and Western group has been set up by Roy Haynes and meets fortnightly at Ambleside. 
 
Publicity 
Mike stated that he will continue to write for the Free Press, but he is still looking for someone to replace him. 
 
Information and Social Media 
Jamie reported that this is all running well. 
 
Newsletter 
John stated that there was nothing to report. 
 
Health and safety. 
Chris had nothing to report but stated that the kitchen door at Ambleside remains a problem. He is looking for the U3A Health and Safety policy which would then be placed on the website 
 
All Sorts. 
Sharon has agreed to set up a safeguarding and welfare group. Several other u3a groups are running a similar scheme which could be linked with other bodies such as the local GP and the Town Council. 
There will be a small group of people involved. 
Sharon will contact Newark to see how they are running theirs. 
Events 
As there is no representative from the events team on the committee, a request was made for someone to join the events team. 
Sharon Thornhill stated that she would act as the go between and join the events team. 
Any Other Business 
Ollerton Family Fun Day will be held at St Paulinus Church on Sat 4th July from 11.00. 
It was agreed that we would have a promotion stall there, and that Sharon Thornhill would organise our participation. 
The next meeting will be on Monday 13th July at 1pm. 
Meeting closed 15.15. 

